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Trump, Donald
BORN:June 14, 1946
BIRTHPLACE: Queens, New York
Businessman and US. president Donal,d John
Trump was born in Queens, New York, to Frederick
(Fred) Trump and Mary MacLeod. Fred Trump,
a real estate developer, brought Donal,d into the
family real estate business. Through his business
operations, Trump became a billionaire. Donal,d also
became a tel,evision celebrity with the reality show The
Apprentice. In one of the most unpredictable elections
in American history, Trump became the 45th present
of the United States. His administration aggressively
promoted development of oil, gas, mineral, and
coal resources. In doing so, he revoked numerous
environmental protections.

BIOGRAPIIlCAL BACKGROUND

Donald John Trump was born in Queens, New York,
to Frederick (Fred) Trump and Mary MacLeod.
Donald attended the New York Military Academy, a
private boarding school. Subsequently he attended
Fordham University, later transferring to the Univer
sity of Pennsylvania. Fred Trump, a real estate devel
oper, brought Donald into the family real estate busi
ness. Trump became the owner of Atlantic City
casinos and developed hotels, golf courses, and con
dominiums. Despite several business bankruptcies,
he built personal wealth in the billions of dollars. He
became a television celebrity with the reality show,
The Apprentice. Trump's flamboyant personal life of
wives, mistresses, and mansions enhanced his celeb
rity status. In one of the most unpredictable elections
in American history, Trump became the Republican
Party presidential nominee and the 45th present of
the United States onJanuary 20, 2019.
IMPACT ON RESOURCE USE

Trump won a surprising and narrow victory in the
2016 presidential election. One of his campaign

Donald Trump (Shealah Craighead/White House, via Wiki
media Commons)

promises was to double U.S. economic output from
two 2 percent to 4 percent, for example, by reinvigo
rating the coal industry. In this context, he some
times mentioned rolling back environmental regula
tions, but it was not a central theme of his campaign.
Environmental deregulation was traditionally pop
ular with many Republican voters, but not necessarily
with the majority of Americans. Losing the popular
vote by several millions of votes, President Trump did
not have the kind of political mandate that pundits
believe necessary for radical reform. Nevertheless, it
became evident within a few days of his inauguration
on January 20, 2017, that Trump would reverse
course as to the environment. He acted aggressively
not only to dismantle the environmental legacy of
President Barack Obama, his predecessor, but long
standing environmental protections as well.
His energy policies, which Trump labeled the
"America First Energy Plan," and his environmental
deregulation would become one of the distinctive
hallmarks of the first two years of the Trump adminis
tration. Almost from the first day in office, the Trump
administration issued a steady stream of executive or
ders, rule changes, and regulatory actions on these
issues. His approach to natural resources was marked
by three characteristics. First, he fully embraced a

